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The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue. NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

Mlasbmgton, DC 2()5 lS 

March 16, 2017 

As you seek to refocus the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on its statutory mandates as 
well as core missions and programs, we write to bring your attention to a range of issues that are 
negatively affecting growth and ·prosperity in Alaska, with little to no commensurate benefit to 
the environment. We appreciate your engagement on these issues during your confirmation 
process, and look forward to working with you to address them and other regulatory burdens that 
are causing harm in our home state. 

We greatly appreciate the work you have already done to initiate an overhaul of the agency's 
--waters of the United States'' regulation, to extend the comment period for a proposed rule that 
would impose duplicative financial assurances on hardrock mines, and to streamline the 
permitting process for important energy infrastructure, including the creation of Regulatory 
Reform Officers. 

Clean Drinking Water 

The crisis in Flint Michigan exposed nationwide problems with lead contamination in drinking 
water. Dozens of water systems in Alaska exceed EPA· s lead limits. These elevated lead levels 
are extremely problematic in our rural communities. For example, the only school in Newtok, a 
Yup'ik community with about 380 residents, exceeded federal lead limits last year. Safe drinking 
water for every American, particularly Alaska's rural residents, must be a priority for EPA under 
your direction. As such. funding key programs that provide grants and loans to municipalities 
and poorly served rural communities is vital to achieving this priority. 

Rural Sanitation 

Basic sanitation infrastructure that is taken for granted in much of the United States still presents 
on-going serious challenges in Alaska. According to the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation (ADEC), over 30 Alaska communities still lack running water or flushing toilets. 
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you consider the future of this sweeping regulatory regime, it is paramount that Alaska remain 
exempt. One-size-fits-all standards do not work in Alaska, because only a small portion of our 
state, the Railbclt region. has an electric grid. Much of Alaska relics on village-scale microgrids 
powered by diesel generators. and no standard developed for the interconnected grid of the 
contiguous states could ever properly be applied to Alaska. 

CERCLA l08(b) 

EPA's proposed rule "Financial Responsibility Requirements Under CERCLA § 108(b) for 
Classes of Facilities in the Hardrock Mining Industry," is redundant and unnecessary. There are 
already well-established, modern financial assurance requirements in place at both the state and 
federal levels. The U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy has strongly 
recommended that EPA withdraw its proposed rule. The Bureau of Land Management and the 
U.S. Forest Service have also expressed concerns with its infringement into their respective 
jurisdictions and its duplicative nature. The delegation requests that you closely review the 
proposed rule and consider requesting an extension of the court-ordered deadline if necessary. As 
noted previously, we appreciate that you have already extended the comment period for this 
complex <md highly technical proposal. and arc eager to work with you to ensure that federal 
regulations do not further weaken our nation's mineral security. 

Thank you for your consideration of the many challenges facing our state. We urge you to reject 
the top-down, paternalistic approach that marked EPA's approach in Alaska in the last 
administration and ask you to avoid the layering of overlapping and duplicative rules that serve 
primarily to undermine Alaskans' ability to provide for their fl:unilies. We \\'elcome your 
leadership and look forward to working with you and with the new administration to address 
these and related issues. 

~Murkowski 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

Dan Sullivan 
United States Senator 
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